Orangeville’s Human Library tells a diverse story

By AMANDA JEROME
Special to The Banner

Orangeville Public Library on Saturday,
March 1, 15 human subjects spoke with
visitors about their stories as diverse mem-
bers of the community.

“It heightens the awareness of people in
our community while showing the diversity
said repeat attendee Laura Ryan,

The old adage “don’t judge a book by its
cover” was the underlying theme of the
Fifth Annual Headwaters Human Library.

Held at the Mill Street branch of the e have,”

Amanda Jerome — for The Banner

Criminal or Sweetheart? was the title of first-time participant Cassie Wagg'’s story. A student
of the Criminal Justice Program at Loyalist College, Wagg is interested in federal corrections

and working with youth in conflict.
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Quotations for the “Hire of Equipment with Operator and/or Labourer” will be received at the Town
of Orangeville Municipal Offices, 87 Broadway, Orangeville, Ontario, LOW 1K1, until:

2:00 p.m. on Monday, March 17, 2014

Quotation forms are available from the Public Works offices at 87 Broadway. Quotations must be
submitted in the envelope provided, clearly marked as to its contents.

Questions regarding the administration of this quotation may be directed to R. John Lackey,
PEng., Manager of Operations and Development at jlackey@orangeville.ca (facsimile
519-941-5303) or J.P. Marchildon, Operations Manager, at jpmarchildon@orangeville.ca.

Douglas G. Jones, M.E.Sc., PEng.

Lowest or any quotation not necessarily accepted. Director of Public Works
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offer new and repeat readers alike.

“Criminal or Sweetheart?” was the title =
of first time participant Cassie Wagg’s story. g
A student of the Criminal Justice Program o
at Loyalist College, Wagg is interested in e
federal corrections and working with youth &
in conflict with the law. However, her 20 N
body piercings, innumerable tattoos, split '~
tongue, and desire to have sub-dermal
implants put over her collar bone make her
look like the troubled youth she hopes to
one day help.

Wagg’s body modification and interest in
suspension (the act of hanging from hooks —
put through body piercings) has made her a £

See PROJECT, page 16 £

Mayor of Mono. “The willingness of people
to show who they are without barriers.”

Mayor Ryan attended the very first
Headwaters Human Library even though
she knew nothing about the event. During
that visit she was so struck by the story of
an East Indian woman that she couldn't
continue with the event.

“l was so moved by her story that I
couldn’t sit with another one,” Mayor Ryan
said. “I had to go away and ponder her
experience. I was more than happy to come
back this year and hear more.”

With titles ranging from Living With
Asperger’s to First Nations Women: Idle No
More, this year’s Human Library had a lot to
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Quotations for the “Hire of Equipment with Water and/or Wastewater Crew” will be received at the
Town of Orangeville Municipal Offices, 87 Broadway, Orangeville, Ontario, LW 1K1, until:

2:00 p.m. on Monday, March 17, 2014

Quotation forms are available from the Public Works offices at 87 Broadway. Quotations must be
submitted in the envelope provided, clearly marked as to its contents.
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Questions regarding the administration of this quotation may be directed to Heather McGinnity,
P.Eng., Manager of Environmental Services at hmcginnity@orangeville.ca (facsimile 519-941-5303)
or J.P. Marchildon, Operations Manager, at jpmarchildon@orangeville.ca.

Douglas G. Jones, M.E.Sc., PEng.

Lowest or any quotation not necessarily accepted. Director of Public Works
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Warranty

Throwback Pricing Event available on 2014/2013 models through Orangeville Kia (see dealer for complete details)
until March 31/14. Throwback Pricing incl variable pymts which increase back to non-subsidized after 15 months.
Advertised pymts incl all taxes and fees (incl delivery/destination, tire levy, OMVIC, excise tax and HST). Other cash,
lease or finance options available. Optima bi-weekly offer based on 2014 LX AT (inc s#43005) for 84 w $0 Down Pymt
at 0% interest (50 COB) (OAC). Based on purchase price of $26314 + HST/Lic and pymt of $163 after 15 mo. Throwback
pricing can be used to reduce 15 mos of pymts or taken as a lump sum to reduce overall finance amount.

Kia's comprehensive limited warranty coverage covers most vehicle components against defects in workmanship
under normal use and maintenance conditions. Offers from Kia Canada Subject to Change. Offer ends Mar 31/14.
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“Project tears down stereotypes based on appearances, assumptions

S From pg 15
- target for stereotypical assumptions at school
and in public.

“People assume I do drugs, or I'm violent,”
said Wagg. “As soon as you do visible stuff
(with your body) you're inviting people to
comment on it.”

One of Wagg’s peers at school once made
the comment “why doesn't she just go hang
— herself already?” A shocking comment based
W on Wagg’s experience with suspension. Wagg
confronted that individual who admitted to
feeling intimidated by her because of her
appearance.

Despite having people ignore her personal

look more like her true self.

THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2

think that.”

title at The Headwaters Human Library:.
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space by grabbing her arm to examine tat-
toos, or strangers making comments about
her lifestyle based on stereotypes, Wagg
doesn't regret a single modification to her
body. She thinks these alterations make her

“I'm nice. I swear!” Is what Wagg would
say to people if she had a chance to speak
before they could judge her. That, and “I'm
not a drug addict. I don't know why people

Transvestite, Ann D. Lishous, is a repeat

“I had three sisters growing up and we had
a Tickle Trunk,” said Ann. “They all wanted
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to play princesses and I wanted to play too.”

Ann was born and raised in Orangeville.
She worked at the Uptown Theatre for a year
to get a projectionist licence before moving to
work in Toronto. In the city, Ann was asked
by friends to play Dr. Frank-N-Furter in a
Rocky Horror Picture Show skit.

After that experience she came up with her
own show. Creating her own outfit out of
wires and lights, Ann becomes a “Trans-Sister
Radio” for her performances, which can be
found on YouTube.

“My art form is my activism,” Ann said.
“We live in a great country where we can do
this. From Russia to the U.S. there is a war on
rights. I've lost a lot of respect for Russia and
America because of their human rights issues,
but I am very proud of Canada.”

Ann says men don't normally access the
feminine part of their brains, but if they did
their minds would expand ten-fold.

“Its a very powerful thing,” Ann said.
“Men don't have any idea how to be a woman.
I'm barely close to it. People can morph
themselves into tough bikers, I'm just on the
other end of the spectrum from that. With the
use of clothes we can bend peoples’ percep-
tions.”

“It takes a hell of a man to go into a store
and ask for a bra and perfume, even if it’s just
for their wife,” said Ann describing that north

of Hwy. 9 men have to dress a certain way -
blue jeans, a checkered shirt, work boots, and
cowboy boots. “I refuse to dress the way the
world wants me to dress.”

Ann retired from being a projectionist nine
years ago and returned to Orangeville.

She enjoys skiing, helping the ladies at the
clothing depot at the United Church, and
working with people suffering from addic-
tions through a 12-step program. Although
she dresses in feminine clothes for her shows
she said she wouldnt want to walk into
Mochaberry dressed like that.

“Society is more accepting of women in
men’s clothes than of men in women’s
clothes,” Ann said.

Orangeville’s Mayor Rob Adams attended
the Human Library as a reader and spoke
with Laura, a visually impaired student, with
her service dog, Watson.

“It really gives people an opportunity to
see and understand the world from a different
perspective,” said Adams.

“It's a chance to appreciate different values
and question how we treat people. Meeting
with Laura and Watson today 1 was over-
whelmed by the adversity and challenges she
faces. Going off to school is challenging for
anyone, but when you add her disability it
increases the challenge. I appreciate the cour-
age she has to go and do what she does.”

The Orangeville Banner published a
series of articles on my husiness. Now
everyone knows how great we are!
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